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Overview 

The United States and Israeli administrations share key issues of concerns, including construction of Israeli settlements, Iran’s 

nuclear program, the Gaza blockade, and direct talks between Israelis and Palestinians. Behind these high level meetings are 
strong constituencies and publics that influence just how far either leader can go in making “historic and painful steps for 

peace.” (Marcus, Yoel. Ten tips for Netanyahu, Haaretz, July 7, 2010.) 
 

After providing an overview of the Israeli political and governance structures, the panel discussed recent Israeli public opinion 
polling data and trends related to U.S. peacebuilding efforts. In particular, they discuss the following questions: 

! Under what circumstances does the Israeli public support or oppose Israel’s diplomatic engagement with the Palestinians?  

! How does this support differ depending upon constituent factions and interest group agendas? 
! Does Prime Minister Netanyahu have the backing he needs to seal a deal?  

! How does the Israeli public view the Obama administration’s efforts in brokering peace talks?  
! What promising options does the Israeli context present for U.S. policy makers seeking to advance a the peace process?  

! What are the political pitfalls on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict for U.S. Congressional members who are up for re-election 

in November 2010?  
 

Speakers 

Scott Lasensky (Moderator) Dr. Scott B. Lasensky is a senior research associate in the Center for Conflict Analysis and 
Prevention at the U.S. Institute of Peace in Washington, D.C. He is also the director of the Institute’s Iraq and Its Neighbors 

initiative. Dr. Lasensky's work focuses on issues relating to Israel, the Middle East and U.S. foreign policy. He has lectured 

and written extensively on the Arab-Israeli conflict and America’s role in the Middle East. His doctoral work focused on foreign 
aid and its role in conflict resolution and peace negotiations. He recently co-authored with Ambassador Daniel C. Kurtzer the 

book, Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace: American Leadership in the Middle East, which has been described as must-read 
for U.S. policy makers seeking to learn from past efforts and shape future involvement.  

 

Dahlia Scheindlin is an international political consultant and public opinion analyst based in Tel Aviv. Ms. Scheindlin 

specializes in political campaigns and peace and conflict research. She has developed research-based strategy for political, 
social, and corporate campaigns in more than a dozen countries, including work with the campaign teams for the former Israeli 

Prime Minister Ehud Barak in 1999 and again in 2001. In addition to her private consulting practice, Ms. Scheindlin is a 

researcher at the Israel Democracy Institute, and a columnist for the Jerusalem Report magazine. She has worked for a wide 
range of local and international NGOs dealing with Israeli-Palestinian conflict issues, peacemaking and internal social tensions 

in Israeli society and is considered the leading pollster on these topics. 
 

Jim Gerstein is a founding partner of Gerstein | Agne working on strategic planning and communications for large scale projects 
ranging from U.S. presidential campaigns to international peace efforts to crisis management for corporations. Since 2001, 

Gerstein has served as the Executive Director of Democracy Corps, a non-profit organization that conducts public opinion 
research and provides strategic advice to elected officials and non-profit organizations. Mr. Gerstein also served as the 

Executive Director of the S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace where he led public education campaigns, 

congressional visits to the Middle East, and convened Middle East diplomats in the US. During the 1999 Israeli Prime Ministerial 
campaign, Mr. Gerstein was the person on the ground in Israel for Ehud Barak’s American consulting team, and he oversaw the 

polling, paid media, and message development. He received his Masters in Middle East History from Tel Aviv University. 
 

LINKS   

United States Institute of Peace: http://www.usip.org/  

Gerstein|Agne Strategic Communications (including Gerstein’s op-ed in Politico on Jewish voters in midterm elections): www.gersteinagne.com  

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace: http://www.carnegieendowment.org   
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